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BY WALTER SCOTT 


Ge you into all the world, proclaim the good news to the wholecreation: —he who be- 
lievethand is immersed shall be saved ; oe he who believeth not shall be condemned. 
Mrssian. 


NO. 12. CARTHAGE, DEC. 2, 1833.‘ VOL. 2. 


Transposition is of two kinds, grammatical and critical. Grammatical — 
transposition is of a very limited nature, and has for its object the mere syntac- 
tical construction of the words in any one individual sentence. Some teachers 
distinguished for their nicety rather than their knowledge, bave imagined trans- 
position to be a sublime organ of syntactical science. But its value, if it have 
any, is felt.chiefly in correcting the licence of poetical compositions by throwing 
into a grammatical ordo the words to which the poet has given a poetical ordo. 
It is supposed that by this means the ‘government and agreement which subsist _ 
in the sentence, are more readily perceived by the student; and one of our system 
makers has asserted, that “students cannot parse difficult blank verse, nor 
poetry correctly, unless they can transpose the language.” — | 


The rules of grammatical transposition are as follows. Place the article first ; 
then the noun preceded by the qualifying adjective if there be one; next the 
verb preceded by its nominative, noun or pronoun, as the case may be; if tran- 


LY TO MR. LYND CONTINUED. 


sitive let the object of the action follow; and let adverbs be joined to the words 


they qualify; finally, nominatives independent are governed by the inter- 


Here xhen are the rules of grammatical transposition; and their use is simply 


_ to ascertain what is the true syntax of a particular, sentence. If therefore, Mr. 
Lynd intends a mere grammatical use of transposition, then his purpose is to de - 


termine the sense by an improved syntactical order; and of course he must sup- 
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266 Reply to Me. Lynd. 


pose that the 38th verse of the 2nd chap. of the Acts, which is the one in ques- 
tion , would in a transposed form, be better syntax than it is in its present original 
form. ‘This indeed appears to be the use which Mr. Lynd makes of transpo- 
sition; for he says, “The language of Peter,” not his theology, “ is, to.say 
- the least, doubtful, as it stands in our translation.» But if he uses transposition 
thus, or in other words, for the purpose of improving the syntax of Peter’s language 
: as it stands in our translation, in this point of view he gains nothing; for it so 
happens that in this verse transposition does not affect the syntax of even our 
own translation : for in the expressions, “Repent for the remission of sins,” which 
is Mr. Lynd’s; “and be baptized for remission of sins,’? which is Peter's, the syn- 
tax is the very same, thougli the senses are exceedingly different. So then if 
“ Peter’s language is, to say the least, doubtful as it stands in our translation,” 
it is not rendered less doubtful by the improvement which Mr. Lynd suggests. 


In a word, it appears that syntactical transposition is of no use here in erder to 
the grammar. 


- But he may intend a critica) transposition, when he says, “ the passage is cn- 
pable of transposition; and therefore, we shall say a few words on what is 
meant by critical transposition. ‘+ The scriptures as well as all other writings, 
says a great author, being preserved and diffused by transcription, were una- 
voidably liable to be corrupted, and in the copies of the ifferent readings 
are actually found , whence arises the necessity of criticism, for determining the 
true reading.””? From the fact that various readings occur ip the copies of the 
scriptures, it follows that some of them must be false; for, of two, eee Grtour 


| Yarious readings, all cannot be true, though they all may be false. | 


This criticism, to which the transcription of the scriptures gives birth, is of a 
double kind, viz, corrective and explanatory. The first, that is corrective criti- 
cism, is for ascertaining the true 1eading; the second, viz, explanatory criticism, 
is for ascertaining the true sense. And it so happens that to the first of these 
belongs the rule of transposition; abd to the second the-rule of definition; that 
is, in making a version or translation of the scriptures, in order to correct the 
reading and obtain the true one, we have sometimes to transpose letters, words, 
members of sentences, and even whole sentences. And in order to ascertain the 

true sense of the corrected copy we have to define the words, &c. of which it is 
com s, however, the scriptures were written originally in the Hebrew 
and Greek, which are dead languages, both these branches of Biblical criticism 
are sometimes as truly difficult as they certainly are important. But the reader * 
will perceive from what is just said, that the twapgreat objects of scripture criti- 
cism are — to ascertain what the antes said ; and secuatly, what they 
meant. 


to let the of scripture criticism, shall] 
suppose, that a certain man is the author of an epistle or letter. The first 
thing noticeable, is, that the words flowed from his pen one after another ac- 
cording to a certain order which is called the original order; the letter itself ig 
- ealled an autograph or original, because written by his own hand. Now sup- 
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pose copies, ten, twenty, ora thousand, were taken from this original, these — 
_ would be called manuscripts; copies of these again in print would be called edi- 
tions; if translated into other languages the copies would be called versions. 
Now suppose that for a long period of many hundred years, which holds good of 
the scriptures, men had been constantly employed iu making new manuscripts 
and editions of manuscripts, and that the original letter was lost. What then? Is 

icv 

it not probable that in some, nay in many of the versions made in foreign Jan- 
guages, and even in the copies in the original languages, errors either from chance 
or design would creep in, and letters, words, members of sentences, and even 
whole sentences, be put out of place, and so the original order of the words as 
they flowed from the author’s pen be in many instances Jost? Undoubtedly. 
Now suppose a scholar should set himself by thé help of many ancient MSS. 


editions and versions, to restore to the letter the mg sew t order of the staged this 
would be corrective or emendatory criticism. | 


Again, suppose that after he had compared all these MSS. editions, veceiaae: | 
&c. together, and by their aid had restored the words to their original order, he 
should next set himself to determine the sense, the identical exact sense in which 
the than employed every word, idiom, figure and phraze grammatical and rheto- 
rical; this would be called explanatory criticism. These two kinds of criticism 
put together and applied to the scriptures, are called biblical criticism. - 


The reader canv@asily imagine from the great number of manustripts, edi- 
tions, and versions of the Holy Scriptures now in existence in the different lan-. 
guages what immense learning and research, care and ‘wisdom, are involved in 
the first of these kinds of criticism, viz. the corrective. Well we have observed 
that to this belongs transposition, and to explanatory criticism belongs definition. 
Now if Mr. Lynd transposes, it is because he wants to amend the text or to. 
restore the true or original reading; and if he defines, it is to amend the sense 
or to restore the true that is, the original sense. But how much care, wisdom and — 
authority, derived from the examination of different MSS. editions, versions, &c. 
are necessary to warrant the transposition of a sentence, clause, or even a word, 
must be manifest from the fact that a change in the ordér of the words is oft- 
times followed by a change, a total change in the sense. This is the case with 
the passage in question, viz, the 38th v. of the 2nd chap. of Acts. If we read 
the text as amended by Mr. Lynd, the sense is wholly changed. - 


But I observe again, that the primary intentiun of transposition as a branch 
of biblical criticism, is to ascertain what the author wrote, not what he meant. 
And here [ask Mr. Lynd as a scholar, a gentleman, a Christian, for I sie he 
is all these, whether he believes, ex animo, that Peter spoke the verse 
as he himself has amended it? that is, did he say “ Repent every one of 
you for the remission of sins, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit;” or did he speak the wordsin the 
order of the common Greek text and of our own translation, viz: “* Repent, and _ 
_ be baptized every one of you for the remission of sins 
gift of the'Holy Spirit?” 


If be says, he believes Peter spoke the verse as he has corrected it, theo { 


3 
‘ 
3 
By 
e 
a 
é 
Ss 
q 
| 
j 
t 
yee 
x 
Re” 
‘ 


268° Reply to Mr. Lynd. 


conjure Gea and of Jesus our Lord to be explicit and t 
submit to ys the evidence on which his belief is founded. 


Tell me, Dear Sir, from what manuscript or number of manuscripts, Greek, 
Latin, Syriac or Arabic ; what edition, or number of editions, Ancient or Modern ; 


or what version, French, Dutch, English, or Italian, you derive your authority | 
and warrant for making the transposition in question. 1 have showed you by 
_ transposing the matter on your title page, that transposition may be used with- 


out reason, and you have cried out “blasphemy.” Shall you be allowed, Sir, 
to cry blasphemy, when the natural order of your words is touched, and all men 
be silent when you touch the order of an inspired writers words? When 
the lion roars the beasts of the forest tremble. Shall the Most High speak and 
no man defend his words? I say, Sir, you are bound as a scholar and a Christian 
to show, in what MSS. editions, and versions of the scriptures, the various read- 


_ ing which you propose is found; also whether any critic of eminence, commen- 


tator, paraphrast, or even, has noticed the amendment you would impose 
upon the text. 


‘But you may say I did not propase the transposition in question wisn 
pose of amending the text, but for amending the sense. 


In this case then, you confound corrective with explanatory criticism, and 


employ law primarily to ascertain the sense, which ought toybe employed pri- 


marily to ascertain the true reading, and this is the very error of which you are 
guilty; you evidently transpose the words in question, not for the sake of cor- 
recting the text, but of changing the sense, which is both arbitrary and presump- 
tuous, and is what that enlightened critic, George Campbell of the Scottish 


church, calls correcting of by shes of he 


erring index of a confirmed sectarian. 
Again you may say, I have submitted a reason 


tion. I have said that “ Repent every.one of you for the remission of sing, and — 
oe baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, precisely corresponds with other places — 


where remission of sins is ors wae connected with ee and not with 
baptism.” 

I am willing, Sir, to the smallest shred if 1 under- 
stand you in the present instance, your reasoning is this, ** Because remission is 
in other places in scripture connected with repentaice, therefore it cannot in this 
place belong to baptism.”» Now according to your plan of reasoning, if I can 
show that remission of sins is in other places connected with fajth, then remis- 
sion can not in this verse belong either to repentance or baptism ; and if I can 
show that in another place forgiveness is immediately associated with the grace 


of God, then remisgion of sins cannot belong either to baptism, repentance, or _ 
faith. And again, if I show that in other passages remission is joined to the — 
blood of the Redeemer, then on your plan it belongs neither to faith, repentance, — 
baptism, nor the grace of God; and finally, if I can show that remission is con- — 


nected with conversion, then this last on your plan pushes out the claims of all 
others, and the passages which speak of remission by faith, by repeatance, by 
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‘baptism, by pm as of God, and bythe blood of Christ, all go. for nothing! or 
are only +o many theofdgical riddles for lazy Doctors of Divinity to expend their 
false and flimsy learning upon? Your reasoning, Sir, like the boy and the apples, 
by grasping too much looses every thing. But you may say “it is not my rea- 
soning ;’. I answer it is reasoning according to your own practice and professed 
principles, and i is nothing more than your reasoning carried out to its legitimate 
- issue—nonsense. If, therefore, your transposition is based on no solider founda- 
_ tion than your reasoning, it is, I imagine, high time that you were looking out for 
buttresses, and propes, and shores to sustain the building. : 

It may be replied “You cannot show that remission is associated with faith, 
with the grace of God, with the blood of Christ, and with conversion !? 


_ Read the following verses, and see, Sir, whether remission is not emesareei 
associated with all these in scripture. 


“To him gave all the prophets witness, that through his name, whosoever 
bzlieveth in him shall receive remission of sins.” Acts x, and 38th. 

“To whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac- 
cording to the riches of his grace.”” Ephesians, I Chap. 7th verse. 

For all have sinned and come short of the glory of Ged, 
ly by his grace, &c. Rom. 3d Chap. 93d and 2dth verses. 

Repent ye therefore, and be converted ee your sins may be boted out 
&e.” Acts, iii 19. 

_ Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Cis fo 
the remission of sing, &c.”?. Acts 2d Chap. 38 verse. 

faith, ‘with the blood of Christ, witn the grace of God, conversion, and finally, 
baptism ; and it is # curious fact that in no instance is remission connected with 
repentance alone. I know you said in your last that you had shown in your first 


|.» piece, that “ in other places remission of sins is immediately connected. with re- 


peutance and not with baptism,” but Sir, you mistake again; you had not 
shown it, you had only said it; and you know how far say so gocs with me. 
_ But in.your answer, you ask, “ Do they (the scriptures) not connect remission 
with repentance alone, in the words, “ And that 
sins should be preached in his name &c. 

the former part of my reply to your answer, that words are associated with each 
ether in various ways, as by juxtaposition, idiomatically, grammatically, logi- 
_ cally, &c. I answer then, repentance and remission in said passage are con- 
nected with each other grammatically. How ? By a preposition denoting that the 
eonnection is formed because of a reJation? No.. They are joined to each other — 
by a conjunction. What kind of a conjunction? One that denotes the relation — 
of cause? No. What then? I answer by one of the simplest of conjunctions, — 
a mere copulative denoting nothing but continuation. They are connected like 
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- though composed by an Episcopalian Rector, and a Lec- 


‘some length, we apprehend, to prove what was endeavoured 
_ to: be demonstrated in our first vol. viz, that however much 


between money ang estate, ‘This is certainly not the connexion for which you 
contend; but substitute the proposition for, for the tonjunction and, and the 


_ words money and estate will not only be connected, but they will also be related 


to each other, and the meaning of the sentence will then depend on the relation. 


He accepted the money jor the estate. Now if instead of ** repentance and. 


remission,” the passage you quote had read * repentance for remission should 
be preached in his name,” &c. then you would have been correct, and remission — 


‘would have been joined with repentance in the relation in which it is joined 


with baptism, faith, grace, the blood of Christ, &c, ; as it stands you are mistaken, 
and the connexion for which you plead, Sir, does not obtain in this passage, 


nordoes * Repent for the remission of sins” occur in any passage. 


But what a silly and limited theology that must be, .that would. practically 
connect remission with either the one or the other alone, when the verses, which 
[have quoted, show that it ie connected occasionally with all and any one of 
them ! | 

liteness put to me; but it was necessary that our readers should know something 
of the rules of transposition arid definition, by which you affected to be guided 
in your endeavours to amend the text and change the sense Of the verse in ques- 
tion. ‘I shall yet Deo volente answer every ‘one of them; but I shall resetve | 
the quiver-full of argument which these have supplied, watil you have assumed 
Ep. 


(Phe following is from the celebrated Romain’s « Life of 


Faith,” a work of singular fame among the Protestant sects: 


the extract is inserted in the Evangelist as a model de- 
seription of what, by professors, is generally esteemed and 
styled conversion.- It.is not a little to be admired, that, 


turer of St. Dunstan’s in'the West, London, it is neverthe- 
less approved by many other parties; a fact which goes’ 


Romans, Episcopalians, ' Presbyterians, ‘Methodists and 
Baptists differ in the detail of ‘religion, with one Common 
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error all their schemes begin, vig, that special opera- 
_ tions of the Spirit of God are necessary to faith: in other 
words, that the Holy Scriptures are of themselves insuffi- 


cient to produce the faith of the Gospel. This is thé com- | 


mon divinity of the Protestant parties, but not of those who | 
preach and administer the Gospel on its original plan. 
They believe that the Holy Scriptures, without any previous 
or accompanying operation of the Spirit of our God, are 
appointed of God and of Jesus our Lord, as the all-suffi- 
cient means for producing faith even in the greatest of sin- 


“The person fon use: this tract is dvawn up, are 


supposed to be practically acquainted with these following truths: 


they have been convinced of sin, and convinced of righteousness: 
the word of God has been made effectual, by the application of 
the Holy Spirit, to teach them the nature of the divine law, and, 
upon comparing their hearts and their lives with it, they have 
. been breught in guilty; they found themselves fallen creatures, 
and they felt the sad consequenees of the fall, namely; total igno- 
ranee in the understanding of God and 
kon against him in the will, and an entire enmity in the heart; a 
life: spent in the service of the world, the flesh and the devil; and 
on all these accounts guilty before God, aud by nature children of 
wrath. When they were convinced of those truths in their judg- 
_ ments, and the awakening conscience 
- vance, then they found they were helpless, and without strength. 
‘They could take no step, nor do any thing which 


before. Did they purpose to repent; they found such a repent- 
was exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance. Sup- 


pose they thought of: reforming their lives; yet what.is to become 


of their old sins? Will present obedience, if it could be perfectly 
make any atonement for past obedience? Will the broken 

_ jaw take part of our duty for the wholef No. It has determined, 
denkerhiasmnnideall keep the whole law, and yet: offend in one 

he:ig guilty of all. And let him.be ever so careful in doing 
what the law requires, or in avoiding what the law forbids; let 
_ him fast and pray, and give alms; hear and read the word, be 


sought for ease and delive- 


ve them from their sine. Whatever method théy thought of, it 
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- early and late at ordinances; yet the enlightened Conscience can- 


finitely and everlastingly 


_ - Rot be herewith satisfied; because by these duties he cannot undo 


the sin committed, and because he will find so many failings in 
tbem, that they will increasing his 


misery. 


What method then shall he take? the more he strives to i 


| himse'f better, the worse he finds himself: He sees the pollution 


of sin greater. He discovers more of its guilt. He finds in him- | 
self a want of all good, and an inclination to all evil. He is now 
convinced that the law is holy, just and good; but when he would 


keep it, evil is present with him. This makes him deeply sensible __ 


of his guilty helpless state; and shows him that by the works of 
the law he cannot be saved. His heart, like a fountain, i is con- 


tinually sending forth evil thoughts; yea, the very imaginations of 
_it are only, and altogether evil, and words and works partake of 


the nature of that evil fountain from whence they flow; so that 
after all his efforts he cannot quiet his conscience, nor attain ari 
with God. ' 

‘The law having done its “fice, as a school-master, by con- 
vincing him of these truths, s‘ops his mouth, that he has not a 
word to say, why sentence should not be passed upon him. And 
there it leaves him, guilty and helpless. It can do nothing more 
for him, than show him he is a child of wrath, and that he de- 
serves:to have the wrath of God upon him for ever; for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin. 

The Gospel finds him in this condition, as the good Samaritan 
did the wounded traveller, and brings him good news. It dis- 


_ covers to him the way of salvation contrived in the covenant of 
grace, and manifests to him what the ever blessed Trinity had 


therein pu and what in the fulness of time was accom- — 
plished. ‘'I'bat all the perfections of the Godhead’ might be in- 
the Father covenanted to gain — 
honour and dignity to his law and justice, to his faithfulness and 
holiness, by insisting upon man’s appearing at his bar, in the per- 
7 eousness of the law. But man having no such righteous- 
having sinned, and there | 


q the Godhead co-equal and co-eternal with the Father, undertook 
Dx to be his Saviour. He covenanted to stand up as the head and 
{ surety of his people in their nature and in their stead, to obey for 
them, that by his infinitely precious obedience 
: itorious stripes might be. dingly in 
_.  , €ed-amd man being 9s truly united in one person as the reason- 


ble soul and flesh is one man. This adorable person lived, ani 
_ suffered, and died as the representative of his people. The right 


teousness of his life was to be their right and title to life, and the 
righteousness of nis sufferings and death, was to save them from 
all the sufferings due to their sins. And thyg the law and justice 
of the Father would be glorified in pardoning them, and his faith- 
fulness and holiness made honourable in saving them. He might 
be strictly just, and yet the justifier of him who believeth ‘in Jesus. 

"In this covenant, the Holy Spirit, a person co-equal and co-eter- 


nal with the Father and the Son, undertook the gracious office of 


quickening and convincing sinners in their consciences, how guilty 


they were, and how much they wanted a Saviour; and in their - 


judgments, how able he was to save all that come unto God 


through him; and in their hearts, to receive him, and to believe. 


unto righteousness; and then in their walk and conversation, to 
live upon his grace and strength. His office is thus described by 


our blessed Lord, in John xvi 13, 14. “ When the Spirit of 


Truth is come, he shall glorify me; for he shall take of mine, and 
shall show it unto you;” that is, when he coines to convince sin- 
ners of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment, he takes of the 
things of Christ, and glorifies him by showing them what a fulness 


there is in him to save. He leads them into all n:cessary truth 


in their judgments, both concerning their own sinfulness, guilt, 
and helplessness, and also concerning the almighty power of the 
God-Man, and his lawful authority to make use of it for their sal- 
vation. He opens their understand ngs to comprehend the cove- 
nant of grace, and the offices of the eternal Trinity in this cove- 
nant, particularly the office of the sinner’s surety, the Lord Christ; 


and he convinces them that there is righteousness and strength, — 
comfort and rejoicing, grace for grace, holiness and glory; yea, . 


- treasures, infinite, everlasting treasures of these in Christ; and 


hereby he draws out their affections after Christ, and enables them 7 


with the heart to believe in him unto righteousness. And the 
Holy Spirit having thus brought them to the happy knowledge of 
their union with Christ, afterwards glorifies him.in their walk and 
' conversation, by teaching them how to live by faith upon his ful- 

ness, and to be continually receiving out of it grace for grace, ac- 
cording to their continual needs.” 


The above portraiture of conversion by Mr. Romain, is 


truly popular, though not warranted by the New Testa- g 
ment, which unequivocally assures us, that faith cometh by — 


hearing, and hearing by the Word of God; and that the 


. 
* 
gx 
; 
onversion. 
€. 
} 4 
4 
4 
& 4} 
i a 
H 4 is 
|; & 
% 
¢ a 
7 
‘ 
% 
4 
; 
at 
‘3 
i 
_ 
sit 
* 
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man who believes and repents as the scripterel direct, and 
is immersed, is truly converted to'God through our blessed 
and adorable Redeemer Jesus. Christ. Many however, 
have died in a different understanding of the scriptures, and 
have left the world in the joys and triumph of faith in the 
blood of the Lamb. We hereunto append from a popular. 
work, examples of persons living and dying either with 
confidence, or in me full assurance of one 


“Addison was a very able for the Bible, in 
life and death. Just before his departure, having sent for a young” 
_nobleman‘nearly related to him, who requested to know his dy- 
ing commands—his answer was—“ See in what peace a Chris- 
‘tian can die!” 

He spake with difficulty, and soon expired Through grace 


rr os how great is mant Through divine mercy how stingless 
is 


A price for knowledge—taught us how to die.” 


Leland, after spending a long sia exemplary life in the service — 
* of the Gospel, closed it with the following words:—* I give my 

dying testimony to the truth of Christianity. ‘The promises of the 
Gospel are my support and consolation. They alone, yield me 
satisfaction in a dying hour. I am not afraid todie. The Gospel 


of Christ has raised me above the fear of Conth; ‘for I know that 
| 


was_one of the. most and devout believers 
-Jesus that ever lived. Bayle saith of his life, that “ an hundred 
volumes of sermons are not worth so much as this single life, and 

are far less capable of disarming men of i ‘impiety.. The extraor- 
Joe humility and devotion of Pascal gives more sensible mor- 
tification to the libertines of the age, than if one was to let —_ 
upon them a dozen missionaries. ‘They can now no longer attack 
us with their favourite and darling objection, that there are none 
but; little and.narrow spirits, who profess themselves the votaries — 
of pisty and religion; for we can now tell them, and boldly tell 
them, that both the maxims and practice thereof, have. been push- 
ed to the strongest degree, and carriéd to the highest height, by 
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metaphysicians, and by one of the most solid and 
geal, that ever yet existed on thiacarth.” * penetrating 


a Olympia Fulvia Morata, was one of the brightest and earliest 
ornaments of the reformation. She could declaim in Latin, con- 
verse in Greek, and was a critic in the most difficult classicks. 
But after it pleased God by his grace to open the eyes of her 
mind to discover the truth, she became enamoured of the sacred 
scriptures, above all other books in the world, and studied them 
by day and by night. And when desolution approached, she de- 


clared she felt nothing but “ an inexpressible tranquillity and 


peace with God through Christ."—Her mouth was full of the 
_ praises of God, and she eee expressed herself by ae 
“Tam nothing but joy.” 


Lord Russel delivered himself, just before his execution, in the 


‘strongest terms of faith and confidence. He said: “ Neither my © 


imprisonment nor fear of death have becn able to discompose me 


in any degree. On the contrary I have found the assurances of — 


the love and mercy of God in and through my blessed Redeemer ; 


in whom I only trust. And I do not question but I am going to 


partake of that fulness of joy, which is in his presence; the hopes 


of which do so wonderfully delight me, that I think this is the hap- 
piest time of my life, oe others may look leas it as the sad- 


Charles the Vth having alarmed and pa all 


fifty years, retired from the world, and enjoyed more complete — 


contentment in this situation than all his grandeur had ever’yield- 
ed him. “TI have tasted,” said he, “more satisfaction in my so- 


_ jitude, in one day, than in all the ‘triumphs of my former reign; - 
and find that the sincere study, profession, and practi¢e'of the 
Christian religion, hath 1 in it such } Joys and sweetness as courts are : 


to.” 


great man, during some of years of his life, spent his whole 


time the Holy Scripture; and in this he took j 


t eek: one of the late dukes of nats expressed the delight he found in. 


piety and devotion in the following term know by experience, that sublu- 
nary pleasure are deceitful and vain, and are always infinitely below the con- 
ceptione-we form of them. But, on the contrary, such happiness and such com- 
a may oe in devotion and piety, as the sensual mind has no idea 
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. Oxenstiern, chancellor of Sweden, was one of the most able 
and learned men of his time, and yet he was not too great and too 

_ wise to be above being taught by the sacred writings. “ After all 
my troubles and toilings in the world,” says he, “I find that my 
. private life in the country has afforded me more contentment than 
ever I met with in all my public employments. I have lately ap- 
plied myself to the study of the bible, wherein all wisdom, and the 

: greatest delights are to be found. I therefore counsel you to make 
the study and practice of the word of God your chief delight; as 
indeed jt will be to ‘every soul that savours the truths of God, 
which infinitely excel all worldly things.” 


_ Selden, the lawyer, whom Grotius calls “the glory of the En- 
glish nation,” was as Hale declared, “a. resolved serious Chris- 
tian, and a great adversary to Hobb’s errors.” He was onc of the 
eminent philosophers, and most learned men of the time. He had 
taken a diligent survey of all kinds of learning, and had read as 
much, perhaps as any man ever did; and yet, towards the latter 
end of his days, he declared to Usher, that notwithstanding he had 
@ _ been so Jaborious in his inquiries, and curious in his collections, 
ha and had himself of a treasure of books and manuscripts 
| upon all ancient: subjects; yet “he could rest his soul on none, 


Claude was a very considerable man among the Protestants 
who were driven from France by Lewisthe 1Vth. When he was 
taken ill he sent for the senior pastor of the church, to whom-in . 
the presence of all his family, he expressed himself thus:—* Sir, | 
I was desirous of seeing you, and to make my dying declaration 
- before you. d am a miserable sinner before God. I most hear- 


_ Gustavus Adolphus king of Sweden, was also eminent for his piety towards 
‘God, and Has been known to spend hours together in religious retirement. So 
woo Alfred. 

George Ud during war time, would constantly be in his closet between 5 & 6 
_@’clock in the morning, winter and summer, praying for the success of his fleets 
A remarkable instance of attention to the blessing of the Divine Being we 
have also in the conduct of lord Duncan. Previous to the action on thé coast of 

Holland, during the awful moments of preparation, he called all his officers upon 

deck, and in their presence prostrated himself in prayer, before the God of Hosts, 

* eommitting himself and them, with the cause they maintained, to his sovereign 


| | protection, his family to his care, his soul and body to the disposal of his provi- 
ie _ . dence; then rising from his knees, he gave command to make the attack. 
a. * This is equally true of that great philosophic soul, Marcilius Facinus, who 
was as learned a man as Italy ever produced. After he had read all good 
authors, he rested in the bible as the only good book. cence 
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“The time of my departure is at ha 


Jesus Christ. I hope he will hear my prayer. Bs has pro-. 
tised @ hear the cries of repenting sinners. I adore him for 
_ blessing, my ministry. _ It has not ‘been fruitless in his pat it 
is an effect of God’s grace, and I adore his providence for it.” _ 

After pausing awhile, he added, “I have:carefully examined all 
religions. None appear to me worthy the wisdom of God, and 
capable of leading man. to happiness, but the Christian religion. 
I have diligently studied Popery and the Reformation. The Pro- 
testant religion I think, is the only good religion. It is all found 

in the Holy scriptures, the word of God. From this, as from a 
fountain, all religions must be drawn. Scripture is the root, the 
‘Protestant reli igion is the trunk and. branches of the tree. It be- 
comes you all to kee steady toit.? 

About a week before he died, with true patriarchal dignity he 
sat up in his bed, and asked to speak with his sou and family. 
“on,” said ‘he, ‘tenderly écibriting him, “T am leaving you. 

nd? Silence, and sobs, and 
floods of tears flowed, each clasped in the othérs arms, The Pe 
mily all came, and asked his blessing, “ Most willingly,” re- 
. plied he, “ will I give it you.” Mrs. Maude kneeled down by 
the bed side. “ My wife,” said he, “I have always tenderly 
Joved you. Be not afflicted at my death. The death of the saints 
is. precious in the sight of God. In you I have seen a sincere piety. 
T bless God for it. Be constant in serving him with your whole 
heart. He will bless you. I recommend my son and his family 
to you, and I beseech the Lord to bless you.” To his son, who, 


_ with an an old servant, was kneeling by his mother, he said 


among other things, “ scn, you have chosen the good part. _Per- 
_ form your office as a good pastor, and God will bless you. Love 
and respect your mother. Be mindful of this domestic. Take 
care she wants nothing as long as she lives. I give you all my 
blessing.” He afterwards said; at several times, “| am so op- 
that I can attend to only two of the great truths of religion, 
the mercy of God, and the gracious aid of his Holy Spirit-——I 
know whom. I have believed, and I am persuaded he is able to 
keep that which T have committed: unto eh one that day. —— 
My whole recourse is to the mercy of God. I expect a better life 
than this——Our Lord Jesus Christ is my only righteousness.” _ 

"Thus died the venerable in the y of his 
age, A. D. 1687. 


The Rey. Walker was'd minister of 
rank ‘in the Church of Chris!. His excessive labours speedily 
ruined “his - constitution, and’ he died at the age of forty-eight. 
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218 Conversion. 


When his dissolution, drew near, after much former darkness, but 
the most assured confidence in Gud, he broke out to his nurse in 
- thig rapturous expression: “I have been*aupon the wings of the 
cherubim! Heaven has been in a manner opened tome? _| shall 
soon be there!” Next day toa friend who came to see him, he 
said, with a joy in his countenance more than words can utter: “O 
had I strerigth to speak, I could tell :you such news as would re- 
joice your very soul! I have had such views of heaven! But Iam 
Hervey was an excellent scholar, and a believer in the Bible, 
with i's most distinguishing truths. _When he apprehended him 
self to be near the close of life, and stood as it were on the biink of 


of the grave, with eternity full in view, he wrote to a friend ata 


distance to tell him what were his sentiments in that awful situa- 
tion. “TI have been too fond,” he said, “ of reading every thing 


_ valuable and every thing valuable and elegant that has been 3m : 


- ed in our language, and been peculiarly charmed with the 
rians, and poets of antiquity: but were I to renew my studies, I 
would take leave of those accomplished trifles; I would resign the 
delights of modern wits, amusement, and eloquence, and devote my 
attention to the scripture of truth. I would sit with much greater 
. assiduity at my divme. Master’s feet, and desire to know nothing in 
comparison of Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” = | 
- After this, when his dissolution drew still nearer, he said to them 
about him: “ How thankful am I for death! Ik is the passage to 
the Lord and Giver of eternal life—O welcome, welcome, wel- 
come death! thou mayest'well be reckoned among the treasures of 
the Christian! “To live is Christ, but to die is gain! Lord, now let- 
test thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy most Holy 
and comfortable word; for mine eyes have seen thy precious sal- 


Leechman, of the college of the close 
of his life, thus addressed the son of a worthy nobleman, who was 
designed for the church, and the early part of whose education had 
been much under thé doctor’seye: 
- You see the situation I am in; I have not many days to live: 
I am glad you have had an opportunity of witnessing the tran- 
quillity of my last-‘moments. But it is not tranquillity and com- 
re alone: it is joy and triumph: it is complete exultation.” 
His features kindled, his voice rose as he spake. “ And whence,” 
says he, “ does this exultation spring? From that book, pointi 
to a bible that lay on the table—from that book, too much neglected, 
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joicing for it make3 us certain that this mortal shall put on im- 


Romaine was a zealous and successful preach: Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and adorned it by a suitable chara. sve fifty 
_ years. In his last illness not one fretful or murw:... word ever | 
escaped his lips. “* I have,” said he, ** the peace of God in my con- 
science, and the love of God in my heart. I knew before, the doc- 
trines I preached to be truths, but now I experience them to be 
blessings. Jesus is more prectous than rubies, and all that can be 
desired on earth, is not to be compared to him.” He was in full 
mg: rary of his mental powers to the last moment, and when near 
is dissolution cried out, “ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty ! 
Glory be to Thee on high, for such peace on earth and good will 


to men.” 


THE JEWS. 

Thoughts on their dispersion and recovery, —_— 
_- The dispersion of the Jews is the grand stumbling block to the 
infidel. I had once a controversy with an infidel; and after hav-_ 
ing used many arguments in vain, asked, “ How will you account © 
for the present condition of the Jews?” “That, he replied, with 
evident chagrin, “is an objection which I could never get over.” 


And can this be matter of surprise? Was any other instance ever 


known, of a people scattered in small numbers among whole nations 
without being amalgamated with any? in the midst of thousands 
and millions differing from them, instead of sinking down in the 
gene.al mass, still remaining a distinct people, preserving their 
own characteristics, their language, their habits, their very ap 
! A Jew is koown in any country all over the globe. His 
face is a chronicler of his story. His nation is written in his 
countenance. Can it be a matter of doubt that the providence of 
God is in all this? That this scattering of His people is in fulfil- 
_ ment of His word announced by the Prophets? And can there be 
any more doubt, that the restoration of that people, itself an event 
of vast importance, shall be made ancillary to the bringing out 
some other great design of God’s Providence? Can we contemplate 
the recall cf the Jews, and their restoration to the favour of God, 
without being sa impressed with the truth of the scriptures? — 
What will be the effect on the nations, when they thus see the | 
hand of God almost visibly accomplishing the work which his — 
Word has predicted? Will not that fact impress them with a con- 
viction that that Word, which ee had not known, or rejected, or 
~ had received with apathy and indifference, contains the truths of 
the living God? And will not the conversion of the Jews make 
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20 The Jews. 


that people once more thé. instrument of diffasing light, and 4 
and happiness to a sinful world? There is now a ott : he 


oy people in every part of the earth: whether in Europe or 7: aa 


in the East or the West—in Smyrna or in Manchester, there is 
an expectation of something which is to. happen—of some great 
change that is to take poe There isan awful watchfulness, as 

if the powerful arm of God was about to make itself bare in the . 
fulfillment of some great design —{ Reo. Hugh Stockwell, 


Excitement among the Jews, 


“the Police Office was yesterday crowded with Jews, who at- 
tended to hear a complaint disposed of, which was made against 
some members of the Jewish Persuasion. for creating a riot in the | 
Synagogue in Elm street on last Saturday week, while the con- 
gregation were in Divine worship. A part of the Jewish 
ceremonies consists in the reading of a certain portion of the Pen- 
tateuch. The five Books of Moses aredivided into 52 parts, one 
of which is read aloud every Saturday by a person appointed for 
the purpose. Each of the 52 parts are divided into eight verses, 
>; agegue calls any member of the pleases up to 
r ng desk, to whom the reading tv is particularly 


some spiritual advantage. When the second verse is about io be 


oak the president calls another to listen to it, and so in succession 


while the first six verses are read. The honor as it is technically © 
named, of being called up to listen to the two last verses, is sold 
by auction in the sy , and confered on the individual who 
offer the highest price seldom or never happens that a person. 


_ buys the for but gives to some other person. On 


the dav in vestion, one of those honors had been confered on the 
son of Mr. Goslin the blacking manufacturer, and when the other, 
honor was dispose of and the person about to be called to listen 
to it, it turned out that it was purchased for Mr. Goslin himself. 
It appears that it is contrary to custom for a father to receive one 
of those honours on the same day and after his son has received 
one; and when the president learned ‘that it had been purchased 
for Mr. Goslin he resented this, and made use of some observations, 
which resulted. in the forcing him from the house. 

the persons complained of for taking part in the riot, was 
Mr. Peter Robinson, (a igld who brought a Jewish prayer book 
to the Police Office for a of proving that the Jews who 
complained of him e credited on their oaths, and re- 
ferred to the following Hella ap is read in the Synagogue on 
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Correspondence. | 281 
All our vows, prayers, obligations, oaths, anathemas, execra- — 
tions, fines, and assertions, which we have vowed, sworn, devoted, 
or which we may bind ourselves by, from this day of atonement 
unto the next ensuing day of atonement which may arrive in 
peace: We repeat of them all; they shall be absolved; they shall 
_ ‘be null and void, and of none effect, without power or confirmation. 
Our vows are no more vows, our obligations shall be no longer 
_ binding, and our oaths shall cease to be oaths. - 
Every individual of the Jewish persuasion who was present, in- 
dignantly scouted the interpretation put upon the prayer by Mr. 
Robinson, and he himself was not a little puzzled. A person 
asked him if he took the prayer in its literal sense himself. All 
the parties concerned seemed so much excited on the subject, that — 
the magistrate thought it more conducive to the ends of justice 
to pospone the question, and adjourn it for a fortnight.[Jo. of Com. 


| CORRESPONDENCE. 
_ [have seen in the Messenger Bro. E, A. Smith’s account of your meeting; 
and private letters inform me of your success in Cincinnati.. May your success 
be continued. It would have rejoiced my heart to have been among you. But 
we have the gift of ubiquity only in Spirit. But you have been at home and 
~ could certainly write , while I was continually en the wing—speaking every day | 
for three months. I am pleased to leara that your health has improved. 
a. Through the tender mercy of our heavenly Father Mrs. Burnet’s health has 
7 not been very bad, and mine has scarcely met with an interruption, although we 
were exposed on the sickliest part of the coast during the raging of the Dog Star. 
~ [hope to see you in April or May, and in the interim to hear from you often. 
I have laboured assiduously ; and recently have immersed between 80 and 90 
in different places. 
Our Bro. A. Campbell left this city this morning for Norfolk, Baltimore, and 
the northern cities. He and his father arrived here three weeks since; an‘ after 
attending our 4 days meeting, both went into the interior, the former a few miles 
south and west: the latter into North Carolina. Bro. A. returned time 
euough to give us a discourse last evening. During the meeting 17 confessed the 
Lord, and 7 came out from the Baptist churches. I have also iminersed some 
since. Bro. Campbell immersed some 4 or 5, during his short trip.. Thus you 
have a rough sketch—but I don’t know that you have a right to demand more, 
as you are so acorrespondent. 
Do at least give me your statistics. Do you go up the creek and over the 
hills? or, are you as stationary as the statue of eloquent Cicero? — 
Remember ws to your kind family, fellow friends and brethren. 
) Heartily in the of our calling. | Ne 
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Bearly Beloved—May the Father of our Lord Jesus defend you tiem you, 
and make you a blessing to many people. | 


I rejoice with you in the success of the Gospel in the distant regions where you 
labour. Go on, and let us fil! the earth with the glory of the Lord. I go up the 


statue of the eloquent Cicer.” 


With best wishes for youre and sister Burnet, Tam your fellow labourer. 
W.S 

From Bro. Winans, Jamestown, O., 12th Nov. 1833. Bto. Scott—You 
say, ** Now I cannot assent to the discussion of this q with vou at present, 
because according to your apprehension of the Holy Spirit the question is down- 
right nonsense, and to prove this it is only necessary to substitute the meaning 
of certain words found in it for the words themielve:,” &c. This is pretty sharp, 
but fair, and I am willing to bear it, and much more, if by so doing, I can gain 
the information I aim at. 

You charge me with stupidity, and I shall acknowledge the charge to be well 
founded, but must still beg leave to expose myself, till I can understand dis- 
tinctions, that to your apprehension, appear plain. Then I shall use some of 
the quotations used by you, and see if I can make you understand my diffi- 


culty. 


[have given unto them thy Truth ; thy Word is the Truth.” 

Ques. Did Jesus give them the Truth, and afterwards the Word of his 
Father; or did he give them the Truth by giving them the Word of his 
Father? I do honestly acknowledge that I cannot apprehend Truth abstract 


- from the Word that expresses it. But I can apprehend the Word of God as the 


Truth itself—his Word is the Truth. 
IT thought I was very explicit, but find that I failed to make you understand 


me, I will try again. 


“T send von wideh the coment “Now if the 


~ world did not receive the Truth, who did?” 


. Janswer, the Apostles did; and that because they had already apprehended 
it, and the reason why the world could not receive it, woas because they had not 


apprehended it. 
Ques. a Truth when that Truth condemns 


him? 


The Jews they did vot receive Gham, although 


they were condemned by them. 


[acknowledge you have drawn the distinction between the Spirit and the 


Word—very distinctly; had the scriptures made ic an would 
‘nage been no difficulty about the matter. 


- Jt is said in the scriptures that the Prophets spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirits Bat it is aleo said that the ecord of the Lord came unto Moses, 


spondence. 
" 
q 
| 
a 
re 
; 
a 


Correspondence. 


&¢. Again it is said, ‘The Lord put a word in Baalam’s.mouth.”” And so 
af all the Prophets~-it is said, “‘ The word of the Lord came unto them.” Then 
suppose J quote the confession of faith that you have made forme, _ oe 

“ I believe that the Holy Spirit who spake by the mouth of the prophets, is the 
word of the Lord.” For the scriptures say, the word of the Lord came to: 
Moses, to Jehu, to Elijah. The word that Isaiah the son of Amos saw con- 
cerning Judah and Jerusalem. The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the son 
of Hilkiah in the days of Josiah the son of Amos king of Judah, and so of all the 
rest of the Prophets. 

I will not carry this point any further at present; for if I do, I shall make 
the scriptures speak nonsense as I did. 

I will add another item to my confession of faith. 

I believe that the word of the Lord came to the Prophets; (by messengers, ) 
dnd after they (the Prophets,) spake the word they received to the people, it 
was written, and now composes the bible. I believe that the word of the Lord 


_ was told to the Apostles by Jesus Christ, who is the Lord of glory, and after- 


wards brought to their memory as they spoke by the Holy Spirit, and that the 


_ word spoken to the people by them, was copies and now composes the New 


Testament. 
I further believe that since the New eeeiiesins en Weteniin the word of the 
Lord has not come to any man, woman, or child, by any other messenger than 
the bible. . M. WINANS. 
that he believes, “ that the Spirit, who spoke by the mouth of the prophets, is 
the word of the Lord.’ We hope he will now confine himself to this single pro- 
position, and-favour us with all the reasons of his belief. Ep. 
From Bro. Butler, Carlowsville, Alabama. My Dear Bro.— Mental dark- 
ness overspreads this part of God’s land as respects the religion of hisSon. It. 
would seeni as if the first articles, which emigrants packed, in leaving their 
former for their present homes here, were the articles composing their creeds. 
And to them, closer than life, do they cling. It reminds me of poor Sampson, 
and his wife. First bound,—second shorm,—third blind. Thus with the 


creeds. They leave professors weak as other men. 


oom 
From Bro. John McGee, Indianapolis, Ia., Nov. 19th 1733. Dear Bro. 
Scott.—The Ancient Gospel is gaining ground here; the church constituted this 
Spring, numbers about 42 disciples, who meet every Lord’s Day to break bread. 


_ ‘They are very much persecuted by the sects, but they bear it in a Christian 


Yours in the Kingdom and of Jesus. 


From Bre. Gyrus MoNecly, rome, Ohio, Oct; 29th, 1833. ° Brother 
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Correspondence. 
_,dead and plucked up the roots. I am indeed ashamed that I have neglected’ 
__, to. write 80 longs I ask pardon, and promise to do better in future. We are 
not dead, we have not forgotten our profession, as we appear to have forgotten 
. you. We still enjoy an abundant portion of grace and peace in our Lord Jesus 
_ Christ; and O! that the favour of God might abound more and more towards us, 
. that we might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all things, and that our 
.. love toward each other might be perfected. Our number increases but slowly; 
we have not had an addition of more than, 8 or 9 during the last summer, yet I 
hope our progress in the Christian character is more rapid, and this is of the 
‘Most consequence to us. Brother George Lucy has, during the past year, been 
_ proclaiming the Gospel in this part of Ohio, at the request of the church in this 
district, who agreed to take charge of his famiiy. He has performed his part 
well; he has devoied his time, his talents, his all to the propagation of the 
~ Gospel; but have the churches performed their part? The disciples are, to say 
the least, too negligent in this matter, and yet [ believe it to be occasioned more 
_ by the want of a judicious system of cooperation, than by a principle of covet- 
~ ousness. I was confirmed in this idea the other day, at a meeting we held for 
the purpose of consulting upon the necessity ot keeping Brother Lucy in the field 
‘ another year; he had been very successful during the past, and had given us to 
~ understand that he must withdraw for the especial purpose of providing “for his 
~ own.”? After showing the impropriety of having his family under the loose and 
careless promise of * we'll do something,” I made one appeal to the generosity, 
‘the love of Christianity, the zeal of those present, and asked for ten of themto ~ 
volunteer their services for the support of Brother Lucy’s family another year, 
observing, how small a moiety it would be foreach. No sooner had I made 
this appeal, than Brother Joshua Carol arose and observed, that he would make 
_ one of ten that would assume this responsibility. The spirit flew like an elec- 
tric flash, and the whole number was immediately made up, so that he goes ano- 
. ther year. We are to meet on new dng she of 


routes. 
oom 


From G. W. Banton, Banton’s Ferry, Nov. 13th, 1833. a Bro. Scott. 
—The Reformation is making great progress here; the congregation to which I 
meet every 1st day according ro the Ancient order, 


Yours in of immortali 
W. BANTON. 


__. From Bro. E. Owen, Nov. 16th 1833. Dear Bro. Scott.—I embrace this 

opportunity to let you know a little of our circumstances. In this place the 
Disciples are few and scattering; we have no teaching Brethren among us; 
therefore, we publish by the Evangelist to all the proclaimers the Macedo- 


4 
| 


My heart rejoices to hear of the prospering of; Zion, in your district, and else- 

where. ur soil in Miami, however, appears as susceptible of an abundant: 
_ harvest as any other; but we have few or no labouters in the field. Therefore, 
may we not repeat the cry, and say, ‘* Come to Miami and help us;” for why 
should you at Carthage, the Lord, and we beleft to 
perish with hunger .. 


# 


apxiously waiting for some one to appear among them who will fearlessly engage 
in pleading for primitive Christianity, Send some able‘advocate to.us this win- 
ter, who is apt to teach us the things of the Lord. Though we are poor in the 
things of this world, yet we wish to be rich in faith, and at all times our doors 
Yours in the Gospel bonds.. 

Plea polish the abore—pehap some of the Evangel yi 
find theirway tous. 

Teli them to call on Levi Martia. or mys on Law eek, 


The following Circular is from the C. Casket, and writ- 
ten by Elder O’Kane. It will doubtless be read_with great 
pleasure by our Brethren as a document wuich demon- 
strates with what power and glory the Ancient Gospeliacts 
in many places into which it finds its way. Elder O’Kane 
was one of the first who assailed publickly the Gospel as 
now enunciated and administered in the Reformation, but he 
was too much the man of sense and man of God to remain 
long in darkness in regard to the superior graces, powers, ~ 
ocinclilin and privileges of the Original Gospel; he, there- 
fore, bowed to its sacred evidences, and submitted only to 
triumph; for, since the day he commenced, his procla- 
mation has been one continued victory, our Lord 
Jesus to whom be the glory. 


CIRCULAR. 


subject to am instrocted 
has attended the preaching of the Ancient Gospel, during the last 
year, an the district of country where I have laboured as an Evan- 
gelist. This cannct fail to be pleasing to every saint. Although 
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_ trict; yet there are several able, and successful proclaimers of the’ 


_ cess has been confined to the following p 


, Standi 

Ornaments to society. | 
In Connersville, a church has been organized, whose number is 


ae 


Iam the only person whe has acted as an Evangelist in said dis- 


Ancient Gospel within the limits of my labours, whose skill in 
handling the word of God, far, very far surpasses my own. 


Tcommenced travelling as an evangelist, about the middle’ of 


last November, since that time I have witnessed the good confes- 
sion of upwards of three hundred, which are now, so far as 
have come under my notice, since their obedience to the Gospel 
walking in the Truth. Many of this number were formerly re- 
‘spectable members of the Methodist and Presbyterian churches. — 

_ Those who have proclaimed the Gospel, have introduced a num- 
ber into the Kingdom of Jesus, which would probably swell the 
whole number to about. six hundred, in the district of country 
where I have laboured as an Evangelist.. The most signal suc- 


laces, Viz: 

_ AtColumbia, on the west fork of White-water, six miles below 
Connersville. In this place upwards of 40 have been immersed 
for remission of their sins. And here, during this time opposition 
from the sects, and others under their influence, was carried to the 


greatest possible extent. Every species of vituperation and slan- — 
der that could be invented, was brought to bear against the success — 


of the Ancient Ancient Gospel. But I am happy to say notwith- 
ng all this, the Ancient Gospel ran and was glorified —The 
ard, believed, and were immersed; and are now living 


now about thirty. Several have been-inimersed in this place. 
There is now a tolerable prospect of future success. Opposition in 
this place comes principally, from the sect of Methodists, which 
has been remarkably severe, but not very skilful; but its days are 
numbered, humbly hope. 
Danville, an this place a number have been immersed for re- 
mission. The church is in a more prosperous condition now than 


it has been for some time back; yet it is not at thistime exempt — 
from a serious difficulty. But, its worst enemies are those of its 


own body. ‘There is, however, a growing prospect in the bounds 
of this church. There are many members here, whose hearts are 
immersed in the will of God, and who love to walk in the Truth; 


may God crown them with blessings... 


Hannah’s Creek. At this place, there is a brilliant prospect 
of future success. Our congregations are large attentive, 


and ey Many of them hearing, believed, and were im- 
mersed. The 


church has not yet broken all the fetters of the old 


regular system; but is progressing rapidly in the knowledge of the 


Gospel. There are some members in this church, who know how 
to behave themselves in the house of God. May God preserve. 


Wein 


4 


their usefulness. comes princi lly, from the sot, 
but it is fast dwindling away. .e 


‘Oxford, Ohio. There is a small ‘@ierch about two miles from 
this place, which has increased somewhat during the sommer. 1 
_ Mave immersed six in this town for remission. The progress here, | 
somewhat flattering.. Opposition is spirited, and well marshalled, 
and comes from the sect of Presbytesians. Yet a few proclaimers 

1o handle the word with skill, would soon tumble the Presbyterian 
tothe ground. Such proclaimers would do well to visit this 

as soon as possible. 

Little Flat Rock, Rush county. Here, the victory is gained on 
the side of Reformation. The old regulars are on the decline; 
yet their opposition to the Truth is very bitter. But the congrega- 
tion of disciples has increased largely notwithstanding; and there 
1s at thistime, a swelling prospect of success to the Ancient Gospel. 
A large number has been immersed during the last year, in the 

s of this ¢ tion, and a much larger number added to 
the church. The Brethren meet every Lord’s Day, to commemo- 
rate the dying love of our glorious Redeeser. 

Greensburg. Here, the Ancient Gospel was first proclaimed by 
_ J.P. Thompson and myself, about one year ago. Since that time 

a church has been organized, consisting of about 33 members; 
many of thom were immersed for remission of their sins. Our con- 
gregation has been very large and attentive; and many who come 
to hear the word, evince a strong desire’ tc know and practice the 
Truths but others are determined to live-in malice, hateful, Pes 
hating one another. May God pity them and save them, I 
there are some round about this:p!ace who love to have the pre- 
eminence. They appear to have no restraints, in opposing the | 
Truth. The most- daring opposition comes f om a few of the old 
Christian Church, whose opposition to the Truth has driven them 
back into the deep dell of sectarian policy. Alas! what a pity 

that persons who take the New ‘Testament as their guide, should be 
guilty of such remorseless opposition to the plain Gospel of Jesus. 
As Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these resist the 
Truth; but their number is but small: a much larger portion of 
them are now walking in-the Truth. There isa prospectofa rich 
harvest through this country, notwithstanding the Truth is thus 
opposed. ‘There is at the place, a loud call for efficient labourers; 
persons who are not intimidated by persecution. We hope that 
ps who labour in word and teaching, will attend to this place — 
in Maste. 
Ben Davis’ Creek. Here, the proclamation of the Ancient Gos- 

has been attended with success. Since last Spring, a number — 
e been immersed for remission. The old regulars evince the — 
strongest opposition to the Truth in this place. But the victory is 
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gpined onthe side of Reformation, blessed be the name of the Lord. 
‘The propect here is flattering. The public mind is,roused to in- 
the is fast dying away; Glory 


In this. place, since last ‘Spring, 19 have ~been 
| imanetped, for remission of their sins. A church has been consti- 


‘tuted, which consists of about 40 members. Several of 
most respectable citizens about this place, are members of 
church. Our congregations have been very large, and attentive. 
The citizens of the town, who profess no religion, evince more of 
| sthe meek temper of the Gospel towards the Brethren, than many 
| ‘who-are members of the popular sécts. There is a fixed deter- 
; mination:in the bosom of the many influential among the sects, to 
a oppose what Paul would call the simple Gospel of Christ, and 1 
| fear that this opposition proceeds more from interest than any thing 
else. But from the general and solemn attention which thecitizens _ 
=e have given to the proclamation of the Scmabene 


tly sketched the success of the good cause in the region of county 
re I have laboured for the space of twelve months past. Al- 


though Ihave refered t@particular places in this address,as being = 
the most signal for su yet I must not omit to remark, ‘that | 
the whole region of country, in the general, is roused to the inves- 
tigation of th the Ancient Gospel ; opposition to it is on the decline. 
‘ ‘Thousands are becoming more solicitous to hear than formerly; 
"and the calls for proclaiming the Word, in various sections, are 
Increasing beyond the most sanguine expectation. Had | twelve 
efficient proclaimers at my disposal { could find them all constant 
employ every day in the week. My ear is saluted almost every | 
_ day by these near at hand, and those afar off with the old fashion- 
ed request, “come over and help us. The harvest is truly great, 
but the labourers are few.” Dear Brethren, remember that the. 
talents of the Church are at your disposal. Suffer them not to lie 
dormant. Commission them and send them out to evangelize the 
world; and remember the saying+of old Brother Paul: “ Thou 
shalt not muzzle the Ox that treadeth out the corn.” 'This age is 
_.big with important events. The si of the times clearly evince 
that the coming of the Lord draweth ni gh. And when he comes — 
shall he find faith on earth! O, Brethren, lift up your heads and 
 ‘Fejoice, the conflict will soon be over, blessed be the name of the 
* Lord. Finally, Brethren, live in peace, and the God of love and 
peace shall be with you. “Amen. JOHN O*KANE. 
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F Mp eld submission to the authority of king Messiah. May the good 
| prostrate every opposing effort, and bring the people to a 
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